Introduction.

eye-witnesses. The two mos<t alert people in Court
were the judge and John Thurtell, the latter, as ever,
acting a part. " I should not have omitted to mention/'
wrote Herbert, " an admirable piece of presence of mind and
by-play which Thurtell show-eel towards Clarke, the publican
who* had been an old acquaintance; on Clarke's turning to bow
to him when he entered the witness-bos, in which he was about
to speak to the prisoner's identity, Thurtell received the bow
with a look of ignorant wonder, and elevated his eyebrows as
though to say, ' How bow to me! I know you not.' This could
not have been but instantaneous, but the indention of the
prisoner was evident, and the trick was inimitably well
performed."

In contrast to the theatrical demeanour of Thurtell was the
impudently collected manner of the chief witness against Irim,
Probert. "When Probert was called," says Mr. Herbert, "he
was ushered through the dock into the body of the Court. The
most intense interest at his entering the witness-box was evi-
dently felt by all persons, in which -even the prisoners joined.
Hunt stood up and looked much agitated; Thurtell eyed the
witness sternly and composedly. Probert was very well-dressed,
and had a new pair of gloves on. He did not seem the least-
ashamed of his situation. . . . The face of Probert is mailed
with deceit in every lineament; the eyes are those of a vicious
horse, and the lips are thick and sensual. His forehead recedes
villainously in amongst a bush of grizzly black hair, and hie
ears project out of the like cover. . . . He stood up against
Mr. Gurney's exposure with a face of brass. Indeed, he- seems
to fear nothing but death or bodily pain. His grammar was
very nearly as bad as his heart."

The counsel for the defence, able men as they were, could do
little to assist their clients. Mr. Ward, the surgeon, gave the
clearest evidence as to the cause of death, and defied all the
efforts of Mr. Platt (whose peculiarities have been -so entertain-
ingly described by his pupil, Ballantine)66 to entangle him.
The evidence of the ostlers and publicans was far stronger than
Thurtell had anticipated, and when at a very late hour the
Court eventually adjourned he had made up his inind for the
worst. It says not a little for his stoutness that next morning

66 Platt was the son of Ellenborough's clerk ; he was a man of comical
appearance, who invariably put on " A wife and twelve children look '*;
not even Buzfuz could have surpassed this flight, ** And, gentlemen, this
serpent in human shape stole the virgin heart of my unfortunate client
whilst she was returning from Confirmation."
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